
ANNUAL
BEEKEEPING

SUMMER COURSE
2019

Sunday 11th - Friday 16th August

Gormanston College, Co. Meath 
just off the M1, 20 miles north of Dublin airport well 

serviced by public transport including bus and railway.

Available to all who want
to learn beekeeping 
or to improve their 
existing knowledge.

The course attracts an
international audience of
all ages, class and creed.

Guest Speaker:

David Tarpy 
Professor of Entomology and the
Extension Apiculturist at North

Carolina State University

Course Content
This annual beekeeping summer course now in its 73rd year and its 59th
at Gormanston College, Co Meath embraces all levels of beekeeping from
the beginner to more experienced beekeeper including the most up to
date development and scientific data available in Apiculture.

All levels of beekeeping available for the week, beginners/novice level, 
Intermediate and Senior levels. A variety of workshops that includes
Beeswax, Microscopy, Encaustic art, Queen rearing, use of Apidea, queen
grafting, Mead making, sweet making cooking with honey etc. A number
of practical hive demonstrations are available, also guided nature tours
of the beautiful grounds of Gormanston Castle and College.

We will be introducing an Apitherapy aspect to the course this year. 
Apitherapy is a type of alternative therapy that uses products that come
directly from honeybees. 

All level of FIBKA examination from the Preliminary to the Senior and
Honey Judges examinations are available.

The National Honey Show kindly sponsored by Bord Bia is held during
the week attracting exhibitors from near and far.

On Wednesday people can relax and enjoy a monster social night with
dancing until late and on Thursday the ever popular table quiz. The Honey
Queen selection takes place on the Tuesday of the course. The awards
ceremony concludes the week on Friday before departure.

Accommodation: There is a variety of modern accommodation available
to suit all needs including double en-suites rooms, single en-suit rooms,
twin (bunk) en-suite rooms and dormitory accommodation. 

Booking
As places are limited it is important to book early to secure your place,
for further information contact the Summer Course Convenor 
Mr. Michael G Gleeson, Ballinakill, Enfield, Co. Meath A83K242, 
Tel 00 353 (0)87 6879584 

Email mgglee@eircom.net or gormanston@irishbeekeeping.ie.
Also keep up to date developments on our website 
at www.irishbeekeeping.ie 
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BIOSKETCH
DAVID R. TARPY

Professor and Extension Apiculturist
Department of Entomology
North Carolina State University

David Tarpy is a Professor of Entomology and the Extension Apiculturist at North
Carolina State University since 2003. As Extension Apiculturist, he maintains an 
apiculture web site dedicated to the dissemination of information and understanding
of honey bees and their management, spearheads numerous extension projects
(such as the 2005 New Beekeeper Cost-sharing program that created hundreds of
new beekeepers within the state). He launched the Beekeeper Education & 
Engagement System (BEES) — an exciting online learning resource for knowledge
and understanding of bees and beekeeping. 

His research interests focus on the biology and behavior of honey bee queens in
order to better improve the overall health of queens and their colonies. 

Specific research protects
include understanding the
effect of multiple mating
on colony disease resist-
ance, using molecular
methods to determine the
genetic structure within
honey bee colonies, and
the determining the 
regulation of reproduction
at the individual and
colony levels. 

His work has provided
some of the best empiri-
cal evidence that multiple
mating by queens confers multiple and significant benefits to colonies through in-
creased genetic diversity of their nestmates, particularly through increased tolerance
to numerous diseases. More recently, his lab group has focused on the reproductive
potential of commercially produced queens, testing their genetic diversity and mating
success in an effort to improve queen quality.


