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Please note the lectures may be subject to change.
Parking is complimentary.
Car park 14 is the easiest car park to navigate directly to the Hume building
and it is a large car park on the north campus.
Special Request
To optimise the enjoyment and the learning experience for all, patrons are
asked to be seated 5 minutes before the scheduled starting times.
LT = Lecture Theatre
Thanks to Kildare Co. Council for grant aiding this community educational
and social initiative.
See information on www.irishbeekeeping.ie

Message from the Board of FIBKA

We are delighted to welcome you to the 74th FIBKA Summer School and
National Honey Show at Maynooth University in County Kildare.
After a two year break due to the covid-19 pandemic, we are delighted to see
this annual event re-convene for the ﬁrst time since 2019. Our thanks go to
everyone who has helped make it happen once more.
We hope you make the most of the two-day programme of more than 30
lectures, workshops, tutorials and exhibits, as well as taking time to visit the
Trade Show to browse for those all-important items you never knew you
needed as well you can stock up on essentials.
We are looking forward to reconnecting with fellow beekeepers from far and
wide, meeting up with old friends and making new ones.
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Whether you are a Summer School regular, or new to the event, we look
forward to welcoming you and wish you an enjoyable visit.

Paul O’Brien
President of the Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations CLG)

FIBKA Board of Directors & Donal Lehane, Summer School Organiser

Summer School Co-Ordinator

Donal Lehane
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A very warm welcome to all our lecturers and participants at the Summer
School. As you all know we are delighted to be back after missing the last
couple of years due to covid. It is our ﬁrst year at Maynooth Campus and
I hope you all enjoy the school not to mention the sights of this historic
town.
I am currently the Chair of East Waterford Beekeepers’ Association, now
with 108 members, and a board member of FIBKA CLG.
I kept bees as a juvenile in Cork city in the late nineteen ﬁfties, and was a
founding member of the North Cork Association in the mid seventies.
After a 40 year gap, I returned to beekeeping in recent years. My hobby is
beekeeping and I am based at Dunhill Co. Waterford.
I am overjoyed that the Waterford Association’s new education apiary in
the Dunhill Ecopark, funded by LEADER, will be opened by Minister for
Heritage Malcolm Noonan TD this August.
At the request of the FIBKA Board, I am currently the co-ordinator of the
Beekeeping Summer School 2022.
Finally I wish everyone a very successful and informative Summer School
this year.

Registration & Programme
Friday July 29th
8 am Registration of Summer School participants
8.30am Opening Address by Paul O’Brien LT7
(President of the Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ CLG).

Please note: Lunch Break is 12noon -1pm. Lunches pre-booked before Friday July 22nd will be
available at this time in the Pugin Hall on the South Campus.

Advanced Beekeepers’ Series of Lectures LT4

is managed by Stuart Hayes of County Dublin Beekeepers’ Association

9 am Dr Mary Coffey from the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine who
will present an ‘Update from the Honey Bee Surveillance Programme’ on the
health status of bees in Ireland and risks of imported bees in LT4.

11am Dr Keith Browne of NUI Galway will speak about
‘Dark Science: Honey bee research in Ireland from discovery
to legislation and beyond’. LT4.

2pm Roger Patterson: Bees don’t read books The experience of a practical beekeeper. LT4
4pm The role of Microscopy in beekeeping with
Prof Dara Kilmartin CFL & DrRobert Gaffney - ‘What’s in my Honey’.
It’s an inspiring Lecture on pollen and flowers that support our
bees in LT4.

Competent Beekeepers’ Series of Lectures LT4

The Programme is managed by John Cunningham CFL from East Waterford
Beekeepers’ Association
10am Aoife Ní Giolla Coda CFL from the Galtee Bee Farm will share her
experiece in Queen Improvement & Production in LT4.

1pm Dr Nao Simon Delso will update us on impact of pesticides on bees. LT4
3pm Michael Maunsell CFL will discuss the Importance of the ‘Drone in the
Honeybee Colony’ LT4
5pm Leading UK Apiculture expert Roger Patterson will discuss the most
successful swarm management techniques. LT4
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Programme
Introduction to Beekeeping Series of Lectures LT7

The Beginners Programme is managed by Rose Breslin from Dublin Beepeepers,’
Association
The Federation of Irish Beekeepers welcomes you to our new Introduction to
Beekeeping series of talks.
These talks are designed to introduce you to the ancient craft of beekeeping and
spark an interest in the wonderful world of honeybees. If you attend all 6 of the
talks, you will have completed Stage 1 of our New Education Framework and
will be awarded a certificate of attendance which will allow you to advance your
beekeeping education with FIBKA. You are free to attend as many talks as you
wish there is no obligation to complete the course.
10am Honey Bee Management with Eamon Magee CFL LT7
11am Products of the Hive with Brian McElvaney LT7
2pm Pests and Diseases with Paul Boyle LT7
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Practical Workshops in Beekeeping LT7

The Programme is managed by Maireád Love CFL from Fastnet
Beekeepers’ Association in West Cork

3pm Mead making with Liam Kelly from Carlow Beekeepers’ Association LT7
4pm ‘Wax and it’s many uses’ presented by Pauline & Jim Ryan CFL LT7
5pm Making Fudge & Chololate Treats using Honey demonstration with Liam Kelly in LT7

Social evening

6.30 pm to 8 pm on Friday 29th Casual get together of beekeepers with
refreshments in the gothic Pugin Hall of the Pontifical University.
(Life-time and other awards ceremonies)
The guest speaker is Deputy Barry Cowen TD

Irish National Honey Show (Sponsored by Bord Bia) LT5
Entries accepted up to 12 noon on Friday 29th
Friday afternoon – Judging

Barry Cowan TD

Programme
Saturday 30th July

Advanced Beekeepers’ Series of Lectures LT4

9 am Simon Rees CFL will speak on Marketing for beekeepers How to get the best price for your crop in LT4.
11am Dr. Mary Montaut will review the research in relation to Honey Bees and
the other native bees working together. ‘Aliens some thoughts on the Meaning
of Biodiversity’ in LT4.
2 pm Dr. Noa Simon Delso of Bee-Life based in Brussels will discuss the impact
of pesticides and other chemicals on bee life and the strategies that Irish Beekeepers should adopt as part of the EU ‘Green Deal’ in LT4.

Competent Beekeepers’ Series of Lectures LT4

10am Dr. Julia Jones UCD, Teagasc Oakpark & Johnstown Castle in Wexford.
Report on National Bee Health Survey 2021 LT4
1pm Tom Prendergast CFL – International champion beekeeper in Tipperary
& Kilkenny will discuss the Bailey Comb Change & The Shook Swarm in LT4.
3pm Paul Boyle Honey Judge will discuss how best to prepare Honey for
Sale and for the Honey Show. LT4

Introduction to Beekeeping Series of Lectures LT7

11am Hives and equipment with Simon Rees CFL LT7
1pm Natural History of the Honey Bee with Michelle Merne LT7
2pm Bees and Environment with Dr. Mary Montaut LT7

Practical Workshops in Beekeeping LT7

8.30am Demonstation Workshop: Tools, Smokers & Frame making for
beginners - Maireád Love CFL LT7
10am

‘Honey for Sale and Shop’ presented by John Donoghue
Master Beekeeper and Honey Judge in LT7
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Programme
Microscopy Training

Hosted in the Callan Building in Maynooth University, the training
sessions will be led by Dr Helen Mooney (Bee Master) and Teresa Redmond
(Manager of the MU laboratory) and PhD students acting as demonstrators.
Anyone attending the microscope workshops who has their own microscope,
please bring it along. While not microscope technicians, we will help them try to
reach optimum settings to get the most from their own scopes.
All participants are strongly encouraged to bring their own bees
(30 frozen samples would be ideal). However a reasonable number of samples
will be available courtesy of Teagasc Oakpark.
8.30am Session 1. Bee Anatomy
10.30am Session 2. Bee Diseases
Details on www.Irishbeekeepering.ie

8 Irish National Honey Show (Sponsored by Bord Bia)

11 am to 1pm Saturday – Honey Show exhibition is open to the public
4pm Presentation of prizes in LT7
MASS - 5.30 pm on Saturday: Mass in St Mary’s Oratory,
celebrated by Fr. Robert McCabe CC

This completes the FIBKA Beekeeping Summer School 2022

Special Request

To optimise the enjoyment and learning experiernce for all, patrons are asked
to be seated 5 minutes before the scheduled starting times.

Parking

Complimentary: - Car Park 14 is the easiest car park to navigate directly to the
John Hume building on the North Campus.
(see site map on page 28)

Lecturers
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Jim Ryan CFL
Wax and it’s many uses
10am Saturday 30th (LT2)
Jim and Pauline Ryan come from Thurles, Co Tipperary and has been keeping
bees for the past forty years. He qualiﬁed as a lecturer at Gormanston in 1989
and since then has lectured throughout the country.
He has also spoken at the London Honey Show and at various other venues
in both England and Scotland.
For ten years he contributed Hints for Beginners in An Beachaire and for
twelve years he was Editor of the Journal. For many years he was Librarian to
the Federation.
He has also been responsible for the Federation Archives since 1988. In 1990
he became involved with the Galtee Bee Breeders, later serving as chair for a
number of years. He currently runs about thirty colonies in Tipperary and
Dublin.

Lecturers
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Roger Patterson
‘Bees dont read books’
2pm Friday & 5pm Swarm Management (LT4)
Bees are accused of not reading the books, but they are often blamed for the
reader and writer not understanding what the bees are trying to do.
After only a short time in beekeeping the smarter beekeeper often ﬁnds that
some of the “standard information” is unreliable. This presentation gives some
examples and possible reasons why that might be.

Lecturers

Mary Montaut
Advanced Beekeepers’ Series of Lectures
11am Saturday 30th (LT4)
Mary Montaut was born in England and emigrated to Australia with her
family at the age of eleven. There she did all her secondary schooling, but the family
returned to London when she was eighteen, and she completed her
education at Cambridge. She moved to Ireland in 1980 and taught English Literature
and Women’s Studies at UCD. In 1995, she found some abandoned hives of bees and
contacted Billy Mellon of CDBKA, who initiated her into the mysteries of beekeeping.
Her fascination with the bees is a complement to her other obsession which is with
plants.

Aliens!
Some Thoughts on the Meaning of Biodiversity
This brief overview will address the controversial and perhaps contradictory aspects of the
debate about native species and biodiversity. Mary will look at examples from the USA and
Australia, as well as bringing the discussion home to Ireland. There are many aspects to this
discussion, not least the question of how to deﬁne ‘native’ ﬂora and fauna.
Researchers opinions differ as to the time scale required for this denomination: some preferring
the pollen record from the Ice Age of 650,000 years ago, while others prefer more recent introductions, and still other eminent scientists in this ﬁeld protest that the whole concept is misplaced in the understanding of biodiversity.
Mary will include the question of whether there may be ‘too many’ honey bees (Apis mellifera),
out-competing the other species of bees (Bombus, et al.), and will illustrate some of the issues
with particular reference to urban beekeeping. She will also discuss the problems arising from
over-narrow deﬁnitions, such as the ‘trees for bees’ scheme in Ireland.
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Lecturers

Dr Helen Mooney
Microscopy Training
Callan Hall - with Teresa Redmond
8.30am & 10.30am Saturday 30th
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Helen has been involved in training beekeepers at local level in County Mayo for several
years. More recently, she has taught students of the Diploma in
Scientiﬁc Studies (Apiculture) – Bees & Beekeeping, at NUIG.
With a background in microbiology, honey bee wellness is central to Helen’s views on
beekeeping.
In addition to practicals and lectures on honey bee communication, breeding and
genetics, she believes that making microscopy accessible to beekeepers who wish to
learn more about speciﬁc diseases, will improve people’s skills and vastly improve honey
bee health.
Teresa Redmond has worked with Biology undergraduates in lab-based teaching and
learning for more than thirty years. Graduating from the National University of Ireland
with an honours degree in Biology and Chemistry, Teresa pursued research in the
biological control of cereal leaf diseases. Later she went on to obtain an MSc in Science
Education with the Open University. Having designed and delivered the current NUI
accredited, MU Postgraduate Diploma in Tutoring and Demonstrating, Teresa was
awarded one of the few, competitive, MU Teaching Fellowships.
The focus of the project was to lead a team in researching and implementing what is
now, the current restructured, and aligned, ﬁrst year Biology programme. A key aspect
of her work is working with post-graduates to nurture, enhance and develop their
lab-based, small-group, teaching skills in the MU, student-focused programme.
Her many and varied interests and hobbies have recently extended to include beekeeping and she is delighted to welcome and facilitate the 2022 Irish Beekeepers’ Summerschool to the microscopy workshops in the Maynooth University Biology teaching labs.

Lecturers

Dr Noa Simon Delso
Sprays & Beekeeping 1pm Friday 29th (LT4)
EU Green Deal 2pm Saturday 30th (LT4)
Noa Simón Delso became Scientiﬁc Director and Project Manager at BeeLife at
the beginning of 2021.
She holds a PhD in Agricultural Science and Bioengineering from the Université
Catholique de Louvain (Belgium), an MSc in Economy, Management and
Consumer Studies from Wageningen University (the Netherlands) and she is a
DVM from the University of León (Spain).
In her scientiﬁc career, Noa has specialised in environmental toxicology, particularly on bees, environmental policy and honey bee health, ﬁelds in which she
has published several papers in peer-reviewed international journals in the ﬁeld
of environmental research, health and toxicology.
In 2019 she started diversifying her activities, evolving towards the implementation of data science to pollinators health. In parallel, she has provided technical
assistance to Belgian and European beekeepers and decision makers. Since 2009,
she has provided scientiﬁc-technical assistance to the European organisation
BeeLife, following the evolution and implementation of European legislation on
the subject of pesticide authorisation, agricultural and environmental policy.
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Lecturers

14

Simon Reeves CFL
Marketing for Beekeepers 9am Saturday 30th (LT4)
Hives and equipment 11am Saturday (LT7)

Simon will cover how beekeepers can use the skills of marketing (pricing,
packaging, sales channel strategy, customer base marketing, etc.) to sell their crop
at the best price.
This essay will be suitable for small and large scale beekeepers

Lecturers
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Mairead Love CFL
Practical Workshops in Beekeeping (LT7)
Sessions 1 & 2 Saturday 30th 8.30am & 10.30am
Mairead was born into a beekeeping family. Her late father Finbarr served as
Federation of Irish Beekeepers Associations President and her late mother, Dody,
was the longest serving Honey Show secretary for FIBKA.
Inﬂuenced by her parents and beekeeping friends Mairead inherited their
enthusiasm and started keeping bees herself in her later 20’s.
Since retirement a number of years ago Mairead has escalated her beekeeping
activities.
Having relocated to Goleen, Co Cork, together with her husband, Michael, she
started the Fastnet Area Beekeepers Association (FABKA) in West Cork. Despite
the challenges of COVID -19 the Association has been an enormous success,
with over 60 members to date. The Association has just completed its 3rd Introductory to Beekeeping Course.
Mairead is also currently attending Galway University, reading Scientiﬁc Studies
in Apiculture, Ireland’s ﬁrst such Diploma.

Lecturers

Eamon Magee CFL
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Introduction to Beekeeping Seriers of Lectures
Honey Bee Management
10am Friday 29th (LT7)

"Beekeeping for 40 years, I have enjoyed every moment I have spent working with
bees and in the company of beekeepers. I hope to pass on the intricacies of the craft
that I learned from a generation gone, to the next generation."

Lecturers

Aoife Ni Giolla Coda CFL
Queen Improvement & Protection
10am Friday 29th (LT4)

Aoife Nic Giolla Coda is a fourth generation beekeeper and is a certiﬁed FIBKA
lecturer. She owns and runs Galtee Honey Farm set up by her father Micheál in
1970.
They have 200 colonies of Native Irish Black honey bees. She focuses on honey
production and breeds queens for beekeepers around Ireland. She is currently
Chair of the Native Irish Honey Bee Society.
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Lecturers
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Michael Maunsell CFL
Importance of the Drone
3pm Friday (LT4)

I am a retired Physics, Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, and Chemistry
teacher. I began beekeeping in the early 1970s when I was approached by a local
farmer to rescue bees from a dangerous hollow tree that overhung the road
between my house and his land.
There followed a short intense study of beekeeping and carpentry to make a suitable home for my new tenants. Naively I assumed that the bees would be delivered to me but I had to cut down the tree and remove the bees myself. I made
my ﬁrst lucky beekeeping mistake by moving the bees across the road onto my
side. I got away with this error and only realised it some years later, obviously
the bees were orientated to tall trees and now the only tall trees were on my side.
My beekeeping philosophy is quite simple - start with your own local bees, use
natural selection (survival of the ﬁttest, this has brought them to where they are)
then progress with artiﬁcial selection, using comprehensive colony records.
Lecture Title: "The Drone, it’s role in colony strength and health”

Lecturers

Michelle Merne
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Natural History of the Honey Bee
1pm Saturday 30th (LT7)

Michelle has been keeping bees for over 12 years and is fascinated with the way
that the honeybee society works, and their social structure. As an engineer by
profession the exactness and precision with which honeybees utilise their space,
and their ability to repair and build the way they do is also a fascination.
Michelle has been giving bee talks and presentations in one form or another to
both adults and children for over the past 10 years or so.

Lecturers

Liam Kelly
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Mead Making 3pm Friday 29th (LT7)
Making Fudge & Chololate Treats 5pm Friday 29th (LT7)
Liam Kelly is the current chairperson of Carlow Beekeepers Association and has
been beekeeping for 6 years. Liam and his wife, Anne Hutton, are the owners of
"The Bee Hutt", producing a range of skincare products from their own beeswax.
Liam made Mead for the ﬁrst time about 3 years ago and in that time has developed a foolproof method that anyone can try and succeed with.
Liam also makes chocolate honey fudge with 3 simple ingredients that is fridge
ready in just 15 minutes.

Lecturers

Paul Boyle
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Pests and Diseases 2pm Friday 29th (LT7)
Honey for Sale 3pm Saturday 30th (LT4)
Paul started beekeeping in 2007 with sister Catherine in Ardee Co Louth.
He was lucky to be mentored by 2 of the club's stalwarts to whom he is indebted.
He started showing honey in 2008, and qualiﬁed as a beemaster in 2013. He won
2 ﬁrst places in The National Honey Show in London in 2013.
In 2015 he was offered a place on the Executive Council of The National Honey
Show in London, the ﬁrst Irish person in its illustrious 99 year history, and he is
also the trade hall co-ordinator for the national honey show.
He qualiﬁed as a honey judge in 2017 (the youngest honey judge in these islands),
having completed his FIBKA honey judge exams.
In 2019 he was accepted as an Apimondia Honey Judge and is currently the
chairperson of Louth Beekeepers Association in Co.Louth.

Lecturers

Professor Dara Kilmartin CFL

with

Dr Robert Gaffney

What’s in my Honey 5pm Friday 29th (LT4)
‘Where there are bees there are ﬂowers, and wherever there are ﬂowers there is new life and hope’.
Almost the entire source of honey bee nutrition comes from ﬂowering plants.
Foraging and honey processing are major demands on bee colony energy requirements. Yet all ﬂowers are
not equal; some are more important economically as nectar and pollen resources than others. Apiary siting,
and the foraging resources within a 2-3km radius where honey bees most actively ﬂy, is the only factor that
beekeepers can practically change to determine honey quality. Uncontrollable factors such as air and soil
humidity and temperature, sun, rain and wind exposure, even the time of day can alter both the quality of
sugar production in nectar and protein pollen quality.
An understanding of ‘bee important plants’ is important for honey bee management as we can develop a
beekeeping calendar that matches ﬂowering sequence with bee activity, for example swarming and placing
swarm traps. We can identify ﬂowering plants in our local area which are signiﬁcant contributors to colony
build up and nectar ﬂow. We can also identify plants that may be the source of a desirable uniﬂoral honey
increasing market return. We could identify a ﬂoral spectrum that may be characteristic of a particular
region and help identify the geographic origin of the honey, for example Cooley bell heather honey, Dublin
tree blossom honey, Connemara wildﬂower honey, etc. We could also certify a honey as being from a
particular ﬂoral source or region adding value to the product e.g. heather or ivy honey.
This talk will explore the bee important ﬂowering families, their contribution to honey yield and ﬂower
and pollen characteristics. We will also demonstrate the practical importance of microscopy to determine
honey origin by pollen characteristics within honey. While there are hundreds of potential ﬂowers that
honey bees can forage on, only a few families are signiﬁcant nectar and pollen producers. Similarly, a pollen
grain atlas will demonstrate hundreds of possibilities but there are only about 15 top pollen grains found
in Irish and British honey. Assessing the quality and of honey by colour, viscosity, aroma and taste are
important of honey judging but this has its limits. We will explore how to assess and look at our honey
differently which may give a greater understanding of its ﬂoral origin and possible marketability.
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Lecturers

Brian McElvaney
Products of the Hive 11.am Friday 29th (LT7)
Brian has been keeping bees for 10 years, producing and selling honey (and
sometimes candles), through shops in his local area.
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Brian's apiaries are all kindly hosted on local farms. He has also had some fun
experience providing honey to chefs at local hotels and ﬁne-dining restaurants.
Brian has enjoyed helping out with study groups for the FIBKA exams with the
County Dublin Beekeepers' Association and would best describe his beekeeping
as an out-of-control hobby.

Lecturers

John O’Donoughue
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Honey for sale and shop
10am Saturday 30th (LT7)

John Donoghue started beekeeping in the early 1970s. Exhibiting at Honey
shows since 1976 and won ﬁrst prize for cut comb honey at the UK National
Honey Show in London in 1979
Qualiﬁed as a Honey judge in 1992 and has judged at shows at home and abroad
since including the world Honey Show at Apimondia in Dublin in 2005 and
Montreal in 2019
John lectures regularly on practical beekeeping at home and abroad

Lecturers
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Rose Breslin
Introduction to Bee-Keeping series of Lectures
10am Friday 29th (LT7)
Rose started her beekeeping career in 2011, almost accidentally.
Joining Co Dublin BKA and eventually acting as Membership secretary and later
Secretary to that association. Rose lectures to beginners for her local association
and the Summer School in Gormanston.
A former teacher she promotes beekeeping in several schools and gives talks to
both primary and secondary schools, and well as to a variety of adult groups.

Lecturers

Dr Keith Browne
The Irish Black Bee and the genome
Friday 11am (LT4)
I started my beekeeping in 2014 at the same time as I began my PhD, keeping
bees in the NUI Galway apiary under the superb tutelage of Mssrs. Gerard
Coyne and Sean Osborne.
During my PhD research I discovered that honey bees Apis mellifera are native to
Ireland, form part of the natural fauna, cannot be considered wholly domesticated,
deserve our protection………and are two separate words.
My PhD research was on the molecular ecology of the honey bee in Ireland,
under the supervision of Professor Grace McCormack in NUI Galway.
It included the feasibility of a national breeding programme for honey bees,
which required investigating the genotypic structure of the honey bee population. The research went on to look at the existence and survival of free-living
colonies and investigated the pollen use and gut bacteria of managed honey
bees.
I continue to work in NUI Galway where I combine lecturing on evolutionary
biology with research on free-living and untreated survivor honey bee colonies
to better understand the mechanisms of their survival in the face of threats
such as Varroa destructor.
Scientiﬁc publications include 'A signiﬁcant pure population of the dark
honey bee (Apis mellifera mellifera) remains in Ireland' (2018); 'High sample
throughput genotyping for estimating C-lineage introgression in the dark honeybee: an accurate and cost-effective SNP-based tool'(2018); 'Can introgression in
M-lineage honey bees be detected by abdominal colour patterns?’ (2020) and
'Investigation of free-living honey bee colonies in Ireland' (2020).
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Lecturers

Dr Julia Jones
Report on National Bee Health Survey
Saturday 8.30 (LT4)
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Dr Julia Jones of UCD, Teagasc Oakpark & Johnstown Castle
in Wexford.

Dr Mary Coffey
Update from the Honey Bee Health & Surveillance Programme
Friday 9am (LT4)
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LT 5
LT 4

Hume Building
LT4 - Advanced and Competent Lectures
LT5 - Honey Show + Enquires Office
LT6 - Trade Stands
LT7 - Opening Address + Beginners Lectures
+ Workshops location + Prize giving on Saturday 4 pm.
JHT 3 ancillary room across corridor - extra trade stands
Mid morning and mid afternoon teas/coffees
for pre booked beverages in foyer outside
lecture rooms

Londis shop down stairs with 3 coffee machines
(Opening times are outside our control)

JHT3
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