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Gormanston Intermediate Practical Examination 2019
Date: Monday 12th August			Three hours (14.00 - 17.00)

You must answer QUESTION 1 and FOUR OTHER QUESTIONS

Draw diagrams and sketches where appropriate.  
Write clearly and adhere strictly to the subject matter of the questions.

1. (a)  When you open a colony, what signs would make you suspect that it had a Varroa mite overload?											(2 marks)
(b)  You need to find the level of infestation quickly.  Describe the sugar roll method you would use to give an immediate result.									(6 marks)
  Describe briefly another method which would give an immediate result.			(3 marks)
(c)  Describe two procedures which do not rely on the application of ‘medication’ of any type, and which might be used to significantly reduce the Varroa load.				  	(7 marks)
Which of these methods would you use and why?						(2 marks)

2. It is January.  You have administered any winter treatment for Varroa which was necessary.
(a)  Give an account of your care for your honeybees during late winter and early spring. (7 marks)
(b)  What you will do during your first three inspections of your colonies to make your management easier and to ensure that they will be ready for a flow of nectar in May. (13 marks)

3. You have a strong colony which you wish to re-queen in order to increase genetic diversity in your apiary.  You have ordered a queen from a reputable supplier and now, in the middle of July, you have had a phone call to say that it is in the post and will arrive tomorrow.
(a)  Give two general rules for the introduction of a queen to a colony.			(2 marks)
(b)  Describe, fully, the method which you will use to safely introduce your expensive new queen to your colony.										(13 marks)
(c)  On later examinations, list the qualities you would record to evaluate your new queen’s performance. 											(5 marks)

4. Chalkbrood is on the increase.
(a)  Give an account of chalkbrood which includes cause, how you would recognise the disease, its effect on the colony and any measures you might take to eradicate it.				(13 marks)
[bookmark: _GoBack](b)  Explain how you manage your apiary and handle your bees to reduce the incidence and spread of any disease.											(7 marks)

5.  Write short notes on any FIVE of the following topics:  
sterilisation of comb,   bee space,  cut comb,   storage of honey,   solar wax extractor,
wax moth damage,  development of worker bee from egg to imago		5 x 4 marks	(20 marks)

6. (a) You have a swarm hanging from a branch about 2m high.  How would you deal with it?  Give a list of the equipment you would need, explain how you would get the swarm from branch to hive and any after care it might need.								(14 marks)
(b) A friend thinks he might like to become a beekeeper. What are the main pieces of advice you would give him?										(6 marks)
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