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The Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations

(Comhnascadh Cumann Beachairí na hÉireann)
Education and Examination Board

Provincial Intermediate Practical Examination 2019
Date: Saturday, April 6th 2019.


Three hours (09.30-12.30)
You must answer QUESTION 1 and FOUR OTHER QUESTIONS 

Draw diagrams and sketches where appropriate.
Write clearly and adhere strictly to the subject matter of the questions.

Start each question on a new page.

1. Compare and contrast American Foul Brood and European Foul Brood under the headings below.
(i) pathogen  (3 marks)    (ii) how it is spread in the colony  (2 marks)    (iii)  the effect of the disease  (4 marks)    (iv) signs of the disease (4 marks)    (v) confirmation of presence of the disease (3 marks)    (vi) actions taken if confirmed (2 marks)    (vii) treatment (2 marks).
You may present your answer in tabular form if you wish.
2. It is mid-August.  List FOUR ESSENTIAL tasks which must done in approximately the next four weeks.  (4 marks)
Choose any TWO of these and explain in detail how you would carry them out.  Use diagrams where appropriate.  (2x8 marks)
3. You have six colonies in your apiary and your beekeeping partner, with only two colonies in his, wishes to increase his stocks of bees.
In the middle of May, you both arrive in your apiary and when you open up your best colony, you find numerous, well drawn queen cells with large, well provisioned larvae in them. 

Explain, with diagrams, how you would deal with the situation so that (i) your own honey harvest is not affected (14 marks) and (ii) help your partner with his plans. (6 marks)
4. (a) Explain why workers will begin to lay eggs in a colony.  (4 marks)

(b) How would you distinguish between the presence of laying workers and a drone laying queen?  (6 marks)

(c) How would you deal with a colony which showed the signs of laying workers?  (4 marks)

(d) You think that a colony is queenless.  Why do you suspect this?  What would you do to confirm or deny your suspicions and explain why your method may not be fool proof?  (6 marks)

5. Write short notes on five of the following:

use of water in a colony,  chunk honey,  chalkbrood,  Asian hornet,  methods of determining Varroa levels in a colony,  robbing,  mouse damage in winter.  (5x4 marks)

6. (a) You are preparing run honey for sale to a local shop.  Describe in detail how you would do this, from frame to honey jar, including labelling.  (14 marks)

(b) How will you deal with the cappings from the frames to make them suitable for show? 
(6 marks)
