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The Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations

(Comhnascadh Cumann Beachairí na hÉireann)
Education and Examination Board

Provincial Senior Practical Examination 2019
Date: Saturday, April 6th 2019.


Three hours (09.30-12.30)
You must answer QUESTION 1 and FOUR OTHER QUESTIONS 

Draw diagrams and sketches where appropriate.
Write clearly and adhere strictly to the subject matter of the questions.

Start each question on a new page.

1.  Discuss the Asian hornet Vespa velutina under the following headings

a. life cycle








(5 marks)

b. contingency measures before and detection measures during spread

(5 marks)

c. treatment/containment measures





(5 marks)

d. possible implications for beekeeping.





(5 marks)

2.  A beginner beekeeper approaches you seeking advice on bee-friendly plants and trees for establishing a back garden urban apiary on a greenfield 0.5 acre site.

a. Describe with the aid of a diagram the garden apiary setup and how its planting features aid year round foraging.






(15 marks)

b. Discuss the issues surrounding urban beekeeping.



(5 marks)

3.  Describe the uses of an observation hive and the actions that should be taken when preparing to demonstrate live bee colonies at a two day agricultural show.

(20 marks)

4.  You are the Bee Health Officer of your local beekeeping association and receive phone calls within a week from two beekeepers describing worrying brood comb signs suspicious for foulbrood.  Describe:

a. the immediate phonecall advice you would give



(2 marks)

b. what distinguishing features you might see and field tests you might do
(4 marks)

c. possible non-foulbrood causes






(4 marks)

c. definitive confirmatory measures and legislative requirements

(4 marks)

d. apiary and regional outbreak control with future prevention.


(6 marks)

5.  Describe a project for your local beekeeping association to improve local bees and provide nuclei for beginners using the resources of many beekeepers.

Outline plans for a breeding programme and queen rearing operation with these two objectives.









(20 marks)

6.  Write notes on five of the following seven:

a. parasitic mite syndrome
b. bee conservation areas 
c. Prof. Tom Seeley

d. section comb honey production
e. dealing with a very aggressive colony

f. Brother Adam
g. queen introduction.






       (5 x 4 marks)
