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Provincial Intermediate Practical Examination 2017
Date: Saturday, 1%. April 2017. Three hours (9.30-12.30)

Answer QUESTION 1 and FOUR OTHER QUESTIONS

Draw diagrams and sketches where appropriate.
Write clearly and adhere strictly to the subject matter of the questions.
Start a new question on a new page.

I. Describe
a) How to assess the % infestation of Varroa mites using a sugar roll method.
(10 marks)
b) When and why would you do this? (5 marks)
¢) What are the advantages of doing it this way? (5 marks
2. (a) Describe your method of swarm control including its advantages and
disadvantages. (12 marks)
(b) Describe how to take a swarm that is hanging on a light branch of an apple tree at
eye level. (8 marks)

3. A beekeeper has eight production colonies.

In your opinion how many queens should he produce annually? Justify the number by
dealing with seasonal requeening and overwintering. (11 marks)
Describe a management system to produce this number of queens. (9 marks)

4. (a) Describe in detail a method of making up a nucleus when an excellent colony in the

apiary produces queen cells in the second week of June. (10 marks)
(b) Describe the recovery and cleaning of beeswax from comb and cappings so that it
could be used to make some lip balms and cosmetic lotions. (10 marks)

5. Write notes on five of the following seven items:

a) the label on a 340g jar of honey for sale; b) queen introduction; ¢) sterilisation of
combs; d) chalkbrood; ) major honey plants by month from April to September;

f) Bailey frame change; g) clearing bees from supers (4 marks each)

6. Answer any two of the following;
a) Outline how you would inspect for AFB and EFB. (10 marks)
b) Outline the preparation of colonies for winter. (10 marks)
¢) There are five important questions that a beekeeper should be able to provide
answers to on each inspection. List these questions and explain the significance of
each one. (10 marks)




