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              The Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations clg                      
                (Comhnascadh Cumann Beachairi na hEireann)

FIBKA clg  Senior Practical Examination 2022

                   Date 14th May 2022                             Three hours (10.00-13.00)

Answer QUESTION 1 (Compulsory) and FOUR OTHER QUESTIONS

Draw labeled diagrams and sketches where appropriate.
Write clearly and adhere strictly to the subject matter of the questions.
Start a new question on a new page.

1. Explain fully the impact that Nosemosis has on Apis mellifera including

a.  causative pathogens								             
b.  differential signs and effects on the colony					
c.  confirmation									              
d.  treatment										
e.  prevention									(20 marks)

2. Describe the uses of an observation hive and the actions that should be taken when preparing           to demonstrate live bee colonies at a two-day agricultural show.		
(20 marks)
								
3. Describe a project for your local beekeeping association to improve local bees and provide   
nuclei for beginners using the resources of many beekeepers. 
Outline plans for a breeding programme and queen rearing operation with these two objectives.										
(20 marks)

4. Discuss the Asian hornet Vespa velutina under the following headings,

a. life cycle									(5 marks)
b. contingency measures before and detection measures during spread	(5 marks)
c. treatment/containment measures						(5 marks)
d. possible implications for beekeeping.				             (5 marks)
											

5. Discuss the uses of Apidea mini-nuclei including preparation, timing of interventions,  	 follow-on care and precautions.
(20 marks)




6. Write notes on five of the following seven:

a.  list of the various size frames uses in Ireland 
b.  What weigh of stores should a colony have to survive winter 
c.  Give a way in which drifting can be minimized 
d.  Moisture Content of Honey
e  honeydew honey
f.  Straining and settling of honey after extraction
g. pollen substitutes							(4 marks each)
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