
The Federation of Irish Beekeepers Associations 
clg 

Senior Examination Practical 14.00 -17.00.  5 April 2025 

 

Answer Q1 and 4 other questions. 
Draw diagrams and sketches as appropriate. Write clearly and adhere strictly to the 

question. Start a new question on a new page. 
Q1. Give detailed instructions on a system of integrated pest management suitable for use in 
an association apiary to combat Varroosis. Products mentioned should comply with SPC and 
be current on the HPRA list. (20 marks) 
_________________________________________________________________________
___________ 

Q2. A beginner from your association approaches you with the following problems.  

a) “I cannot find my queen to clip and mark her what shall I do” in May (10 Marks) 
b) “I think I have laying workers what shall I do” in June (10 Marks) 
c) “I think my queen is gone what shall I do” in August (10 Marks) 

Select 2 scenarios out of the three listed and give detailed instructions to the beginner to 
resolve each of the two selected situations. (10 marks for each scenario) 
_________________________________________________________________________
_____________ 

Q3. Write notes on 5 of the 7 listed; hive records, Lotmaria passim, pin test, foulbrood lateral 
flow device, bee space; Asian hornet; wax moth damage (4 marks each) 
_________________________________________________________________________
______________ 

Q4. The Irish National Honey Show has the following classes listed;  

(a) 12 jar commercial class run honey 227-340g. 
(b) 12 jar commercial class soft set honey 227-340g. 
(c) 3 jar commercial class chunk honey 454g. 

Select one class and give detailed instructions on how to prepare the exhibits, including 
current legislation relating to labelling which must conform to current ROI legislation. 
(12marks for preparation, 8 marks for labelling) 
_________________________________________________________________________
______________ 

Q5. Your local FIBKA association asked for a workshop on both Acarine and Nosema. 8 
people are to attend, ideally nobody should be bored looking on.  

a) List the equipment needed to deliver that workshop. (6 marks)  
b) Explain where the sample for both should be taken & why? (2 marks) 
c) Explain how to test the sample for Acarine. (4 marks)  
d) Explain how to diagnose nosema using the microscope.  (6 marks) 
e) What difficulties could you have delivering such a workshop for your association 

and how do you overcome those difficulties? (2 marks) 
________________________________________________________________
______________  

 
Q6. Your association apiary has 10 good colonies. They wish to make up 20 nuclei to supply 
beginners, ready for the last week of July, without losing the honey crop nor depleting their 



resources. Implement a system of queen rearing and nucleus production that could facilitate 
that request (20 marks)  

 


